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Event Description

The global retreat of democracy and subsequent rise of authoritarianism pose unique foreign policy
challenges for the Biden Administration. In recent years, we have witnessed authoritarian regimes
grow stronger, human rights abuses escalate, and facts on the ground undermined by disinformation
campaigns. As we enter a new digital age where the proliferation of technology raises important
questions regarding the protection of democracy and human rights, it is necessary that the US work
together with its allies to address a rapidly changing political landscape.

Numerous studies show that healthy democratic institutions are essential to mitigating climate
change, overcoming public health crises, and fostering peace and security. The Biden Administration
has made clear that it is in our national security interests to renew democracy at home and promote it
abroad. This panel focused on how the administration is working to frame democracy, rights, and
governance (DRG) priorities in light of technological advancements and responding to significant
trends in democratic recession.
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Key Takeaways

1 Elevating Democracy through Foreign Policy
Ashley Quarcoo (Partnership for American Democracy) began the event by emphasizing the rise of
democratic backsliding and authoritarianism worldwide. Pertinent to U.S. national security, the Biden
Administration should consider implementing a three-pronged foreign policy approach to support the
elevation of democracy. According to Quarcoo, the Biden Administration must continue engaging in
traditional methods of democracy promotion such as working with allies to reinforce collaboration and
solidarity. Secondly, it is important that the United States respond to a changing global environment by
investing resources in developing a new digital policy agenda. One in which the internet not only remains
open, secure, and reliable, but also protected from becoming weaponized. Lastly, it is crucial to incorporate
economic dimensions into various foreign policies so that the United States can adequately combat
corruption and harness its economic strength to address inequality.

The Biden Administration's Renew Democracy Efforts
Tess McEnery (National Security Council) introduced concrete steps that the Biden  Administration has
taken to effectively renew democracy. First and foremost, the United States and its allies must showcase
that democracies can deliver for their people on human development indicators. Domestically, this means
focusing on protecting individuals from COVID-19 through widespread vaccinations, reducing child poverty,
and advocating for livable wages. Internationally, the United States has established plans to build
multilateral partnerships, invest in robust diplomatic leadership, and engage economically through foreign
assistance. According to McEnery, though advancing democracy and human rights were once considered
values in national security, the current administration views them as hard interests that are key to forming a
more peaceful and prosperous world. 

The Biden Administration's Priority Areas
Tess McEnery (National Security Council) then outlined the Biden Administration’s four priority areas to
reach the aforementioned goals. The first is to strengthen the fight against corruption. Second is to invest in
global civil society and independent media. Third is to bolster strong human rights standards concerning
the use of technology. Fourth is to grapple with their own legacies of injustice and inequity against
marginalized communities. Encapsulating this framework, “The Summit for Democracy,” which will take
place virtually on December 9-10, 2021, is aiming to serve as a catalyzing event for more broad-based policy
and programming changes. 
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4 Addressing Digital Repression
Tess McEnery (National Security Council) remarked that the US cannot resolve the challenge of digital
repression alone. It is vital that they work multilaterally to establish a set of norms and standards of
behavior regarding the use of technology. They must also seek to empower individuals in identifying
misinformation through digital literacy and build local communities that are able to find and assess
accurate information on their own. In the end, this requires a globally coordinated response that can
demonstrate clear evidence in support of digital transparency so that others may be encouraged to coalesce
around the same practices. 


